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Sunshine to power savings for Wadebridge homes 
- community energy pilot first of its kind in UK -
For Release: 6th January 2016, Wadebridge:

North Cornwall residents can now sign up for lower electricity costs through the radical new ‘Sunshine Tariff’. 

In a first for the UK, the initiative links peak daytime production of renewable electricity with smart technology to offer lower daytime prices to domestic consumers.
Community energy group Wadebridge Renewable Energy Network (WREN) is collaborating with local network operator WPD, innovative electricity supplier Tempus Energy and sustainable energy champions RegenSW to offer residents of the North Cornwall town of Wadebridge the chance to participate in the initiative and take advantage of its Sunshine Tariff. This is the first time that this has been done in the UK, and gives local people more control over their energy and energy costs. 
The Sunshine Tariff offers a low rate (5p per unit) during the day from 10am to 4pm between April and September 2016, and a higher rate (18p) at other times. This is like the Economy 7 tariff, except that the cheap rate comes during the day when the sun is powering solar panels, not in the middle of the night. Between now and the end of March 2016, there is a flat rate of 13.4p, Tempus Energy’s standard tariff.
The project is looking for volunteer participants in Wadebridge to switch to the Sunshine Tariff and see how much domestic customers will save by changing their electricity usage patterns to take advantage of the low daytime rate. Differing levels of support are offered to assist people in making savings on their electricity, ranging from tips and advice right up to smart controllers which allow devices to be switched on and off in the home remotely, although the customer will have a manual override.

WREN chair, Professor Stephen Frankel said: “Wadebridge has made a lot of progress in taking advantage of local and locally owned renewable energy, with about 1 in 10 homes having installed solar panels. The Sunshine Tariff is a great opportunity to spread the benefits of solar more widely to local people.”

Sara Bell, CEO and Founder of Tempus Energy said "The UK has huge potential to drive local demand for cheaper renewable power. By creating a true price signal, we want to see how the Sunshine Tariff will influence customers’ energy use. Unleashing competition and customer choice is central to the UK's future energy system; it creates subsidy-free markets for renewables, cuts costs and carbon for all customers and keeps the UK's lights on."
Merlin Hyman, chief executive of Regen SW said: “This ground breaking project will explore smarter ways for local people to really access the value of their local renewable energy resources. If we can enable local people to match up their energy use with local energy generation, we will address a key barrier to communities being able to generate and use their own power and provide greater control over energy bills.”

Funding for the project comes from the Network Innovation Allowance, administered by Western Power Distribution, which has seen the amount of renewable electricity generated in the Southwest increase hugely in the last few years. By matching demand and generation locally, the network can be utilised more efficiently and potentially allow the connection of more generation. Through the Sunshine Tariff, benefits of this are passed to consumers. While this particular project is restricted to Wadebridge, the benefits and what is learned can be applied throughout the country.
To get involved, visit: www.wren.uk.com/sunshine 
Kevin Smith, Communications Director, WREN.
Telephone 07595 530672.  Email kevin.smith@wren.uk.com
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About the project partners:
Wadebridge Renewable Energy Network (WREN)
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WREN is a not-for-profit company, run primarily by volunteers, with over 1,100 members. WREN is improving the energy efficiency of homes and businesses in Wadebridge and the surrounding area. We have helped over 160 households install insulation and our approved installers have achieved well over a megawatt of energy generating capacity for WREN customers. Through the Wadebridge Energy Company, we have developed a 100kW solar installation, powering a South West Water sewage treatment works. WREN’s longer term aim is to make Wadebridge self-sufficient in low-carbon energy by directly owning larger scale electricity generating installations such as solar PV arrays, wind turbines and electricity storage. 

http://www.wren.uk.com
Tempus Energy
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Tempus Energy (tempusenergy.com) is a clean-tech start-up and GB electricity retail supplier, headquartered in London.  Tempus has developed an innovative demand-side management and trading technology platform which it uses to connect homes and businesses to the cheapest available electricity at any given time. This is called “demand flexibility”. Tempus is the UK's first electricity supplier to offer an integrated demand flexibility tariff, bringing cost savings to customers by automatically shifting non time-critical load into cheaper periods, such as off-peak times or when renewable generation is plentiful. 

https://tempusenergy.com
Western Power Distribution
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We are the electricity distribution network operator for the Midlands, South West and Wales.

We deliver electricity to over 7.8 million customers over a 55,500 square kilometres service area.

Our network consists of 220,000 km of overhead lines and underground cables, and 185,000 substations. We employ over 6,000 staff.
http://www.westernpower.co.uk/Home.aspx
Regen SW
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Regen SW passionately believes that sustainable energy has a vital role at the heart of a successful economy and thriving local communities.

We are an independent not for profit that uses our expertise to work with industry, communities and the public sector to revolutionise the way we generate, supply and use energy.

We focus our work on one overarching goal: Creating an excellent environment for sustainable energy in the south west

http://www.regensw.co.uk
Sunshine tariff-n PR.docx

